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Connect History 47d Geography

Foreign powers took a major interest in East Asia during the 19th

and early 20th centuries. Various countries tried to exploit economich
opportunities and increase their influence in the region. As you can

see from the map to the right, these countries showed particular S

interest in China. Use the map to answer the questions below.

1. What foreign powers were involved in China in the late 1800s?
2. What colonies did Japan control?

3. What might explain why certain parts of China were under
Japanese, Russian, and French influence?

- What might explain the areas of British influence in China?

For more information about imperialism . . .
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F.r:ma has become an M GCERTY
important member of the global
community.

~'! ‘«‘ '.*:WG THE S':'}AfiE In the late 18th century, China had more people than any
e cwpire in the world. Under the Manchus of the Qing Dynasty, the empiré was
(uble and secure. The people lived by traditions that were thousands of years old.

Resists Foreign Influence

Ot ol pride in their ancient culture, the Chinese looked down on all foreigners. In
795 however, the Qing emperor agreed to receive an ambassador from England.
e Pualishiman brought gifts of the West's most advanced technology—clocks,

lee musical instruments, and even a hot-air balloon. The emperor was not

pressed. In a letter to England’s King George 111, he stated that the Chinese

~ulv had everything they needed. They were not interested in the “strange objects”

1 vadgets that the West was offering them.

“mains Self-Sufficient The basis of Qing China’s wealth was its healthy
sricultural economy. During the 11th century, China had acquired a quick-growing
i of rice from Southeast Asia. By the time of the Qing Dynasty, the rice was being
wn throughout the southern part of the country: Around the same time—the 17th
| 15th centuries—Spanish and Portuguese traders brought maize, sweet potatoes,
These crops helped China increase the productivity

«d peanuts from the Americas:
od its 300 million people. Better nutrition, in turn,

its land and more effectively fe

| to a population boom. _
China also had extensive mining and manufacturing industries. Rich salt, tin, silver.

1 iron mines produced great quantities of ore. The mines provided worl.< for tens of
lousands of people. The Chinese also Pmduced beautiful silks, high-quality cottons,
nd fine porcelain. The Chinese Peopl,e were essentially self-sufficient.

TERMS & NAR

e Opium War

o extraterritorial
rights

e Taiping
Rebellion

* sphere of
influence

 Open Door
Policy

o Boxer Rebellion

This 18th-century
painted fan depicts
Guangzhou in
southern China as a
cosmopolitan port,
flying the flags of its
many foreign
traders. The rest of
China, however,
remained firmly
isolated until the

mid-19th century.



The Tea-Opium Conne: Because of their self-sufficiency, the Chinege

interest in trading with the West. For d f*tf]"f the ””l_\ I)'”('(‘ ”'(',\ would allow e
ers to do business was at the southern port of ( ;11;11.1‘;/|1Hfl‘ g\\'illmg.j()h). ﬁ
ance of trade at Guangzhou was clearly in ( hina’s [;l,\v(”' ”IA]\‘ lllt.‘illlS that Chi E
much more for its exports than it spent on imports. I'he British mported mj
pounds of tea from China every year and exported goods \”'H"lih much legs.
up for the difference in silver. This imbalanc lhd!'illll(‘(l Britain’s .\l‘]\’(.’l‘ supply.
European merchants were determined to Ilr:(! a l””([‘.“'t t]?(‘ (A]ll]l(.’S(’ would
large quantities. Eventually they found one—opium. ()I)ll'llll is a l)zlb?t-form‘
made from the POpP) ])l.mL Chinese doctors had f)m'” using it to relieve pain
dreds of vears. In the late 18th century, however, British merchants smuggled
into China for nonmedical use. It took a few decades lbrn])illm smoking to ¢y
but by 1835, as many as 12 million Chinese people were addicted to the dl’ug E

War Breaks Out This growing supply of opium caused great social, moral, and y
tary ]n‘()]m]vms for the country. The Qing emperor was angry. In 1839, one Ofthg:
emperors highest advisers wrote a letter to England’s Queen Victoria about the

A VOICE FROM THE PAST
By what right do they [British merchants] . . . use the poisonous drug [opium] tc
the Chinese people? . . . | have heard that the smoking of opium is very strictly
den by your country; that is because the harm caused by opium is clearly unde
Since it is not permitted to do harm to your own country, then even less shot
it be passed on to the harm of other countries. 1

LIN ZEXU, quoted in China’s Response to the West

The pleas went unanswered, and Britain refused to sto

opium. The result was an open clash between the British

CONNECT 12 TODAY Chinese—the Opium War of 1839. The battles took p
fiong Keng sea. China’s outdated ships were no match for Britain's
The Treaty of Nanjing gave the powered gunboats and sophisticated cannons. As a result
island of Hong Kong to the British. Chinese suffered a humiliating defeat. In 1849, they sign
After another conflict in 1899, China treaty, the Treaty of Nanjing.
Irﬁ:isn?g:gigtg:;;?;"fi?ggp\/a;srsféze This treaty gave Britain the island of Hong Kong. Aff
July 1, 1997, Hong Kong returned to | 2nother treaty in 1844, U.S. and other foreign citizens 4
Chinese control. extraterritorial rights. These rights provided exempti
Although the name Hong Kong Chinese law at four Chinese ports besides Guangzhou.

means “fragrant harbor,” this i i T i
bustling economic center is one of them. And a bustli ] i & P.l mlcges _‘md the foreigners
the most crowded places on earth. . And a mstlmg trade in opium continued.
About 15,000 people occupy each
square mile.

Nearly all the residents of Hong
Kong are Chinese. Most of them are
emigrants from Communist main-
land China. The major cities, Hong |

Kong City and Kowloon, are bustling &
centers of banking, manufacturing,
tourism, and trade. High-rise
buildings and gaudy neon signs rub
shoulders with open-air markets
and traditional shops on the cities’
winding, narrow streets.

There has been almost a
century of exposure to capitalism
and British rule in Hong Kong.
Integration of the former colony
into Chinese society probably will
be difficult for everyone.

Chinese greatly resented the
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Foreign Influence in China. & China set up arsenals to ma
1850-1911
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" GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Maps Throughout the late 196!

1. Human-Environment Interaction Which countries had spheres
of influence in China?

2. Location What foreign power shown on the map had access .

to inland China? What geographic feature made this possible? Treaty negotiatlons after
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and military. Under this progs

stean 1—1)()\\'(’1'(’(1 gunboats,
Sea of ammunition. By 1875, theses
gt tion supply and storage fag
among the largest in the we

\:SAKHAUN The svl{‘_gtrengthening m ,
.c had mixed results, however g
x to produce its own warships
§ ammunition was undoubted!
g sb Tokyo China’s morale. But the Chis
:APAN. foreigners to run many of its
These outsiders often didn’t
PS;II; kc fortable working with Chimni

e ence | resources. SO they imported
u | . ~
s ! materials and factory machis

many foreign nations too
of this weakness and ai

— S gave the West increasing

China’s economy. As shown in the map, many of Europe’s main politica
Japan gained a strong foothold in China. This foothold, or sphere of
a region in which the foreign nation controlled trade and investment.
The United States was a long-time trading partner with China. An
that other nations would soon divide China into formal colonies and
American traders. To prevent this occurrence, in 1899 the United St
Open Door Policy. This policy proposed that China’s “doors” be ope
of all nations. Britain and the other European nations agreed. The f
tected both American trading rights in China and China’s freedom
But the country was still at the mercy of foreign powers.

Chinese Nationalism Grows

Humiliated by their loss of power, many Chinese pressed for
them was China’s young emperor, Guangxu (gwahng-shoo). In
aunt, the Dowager Empress Cixi, was relaxing at the summeii
he had her support, Guangxu introduced measures to moder
sures called for overhauling China’s educational system
modernizing the military, and streamlining the goverr i
sive, creative advisers to help carry out his programs
Most Qing officials saw these innovations as S
with alarm. In September 1899, they called he I
rial court, Guangxu realized too late ﬂiat "
speed as her nephew, the Dowager E "
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RRARS IDEA ! i development of it
apan’s continued developi of it
Japan followed the model of R :vyn way of life has made it a leadin

rs by industrializing and oy
g::;endin; its foreign influence. | wor_ld p

- . Japan had shut itself off
s early 17th century, _'dpdll
SETTING THE STAGE In the earl ‘ A _
almost all contact with other nations. { nder the rule of the Tokugawa sh

society was tightly ordered. The shogun I);u'(-v](‘(l out land to the lords.
worked for and lived under the protection of their lord and his samurai.

= > s e N3 Daars £ - 3 oS
system kept Japan free of civil war. Peace and relative p sp
- * )
Daily Life

reiened for two centuries. .
Japanese Women lanan Ends Its Iso lation
Japan not only restricted its = = . 1.
citipzens’ contgct with the outside The Japanese had almost no contact with the industrialized}
world but it also severely confined during this time of isolation. They continued, however, to%
its own women. The supreme duty China and with Dutch traders from Indonesia. They also h
of a woman was to honor the men
in her life. Her restrictive dress and o '
footwear helped ensure that she tance, both inside and outside Japan.
did not stray far from her place in
the home.
As a child, she was expected to
be obedient to her father, and as a

Facing the Demand for Foreign Trade In the eatly

Westerners began trving to convince the Japanese to open t
to trade. British, French, Russian, and American officials

wife, to her husband. Even as a .| anchored off the Japanese coast. Like China, however ]

widow, she was expected to submit i U = | £

S N e inn s edly refused to receive them. Then. in 1853, U.S. Comr

In Japan today, increasing Matthew Perry took four ships into what is now Tokyo
numbers of women work outside the |  Japanese were astounded by these massive black wood
, most of them as “office .- & 1.
home, most o ol gr e were powered by steam. They were also shocked by the
These secrotarial rifles. These weapons could have wiped out hundreds
workers have no samurai in a matter of seconds, The Tokugawa shogun
opportunity to had no choice but to receive the letter Perry had brou ;

advance, and are
arguably no better
off than their grand-
mothers were.

The number of
women managers
is increasing today,

President Millard Fillmore:

A VOICE FROM THE PAST
It seems to be wise from time to time to make new
Imperial Majesty were so far to change the ancient
free trade between the two countries [the U.S. a

however, and be extremely beneficial to both. . . . Our steamsh
Japanese women great ocean, burn a great deal of coal, and it |
are becoming more bring it all the way from America. We wish ths
vocal about playing other vessels should be allowed to sto in

an active role in selves with coal, v

Provisions, and water. Th
ng else your Imperial Maj
quoted in Millarg Fillmore Papers

their society. money, or anythi
MILLARD FILLMORE,
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Jupz’m had more than 7,000 miles of rails. Coat P g
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. - . anwhile, Iz
tons in 1875 to more than 91 million tons 111 1913. Me : ,d
, ands of factories. Traditional Japanese Indust
: , e ive the country unt
processing and silk pm(hl(-h(m (*\pdn(l( dto gl\]cl tlll k.. Z};d w‘i
trade. Developing modern industries, such as shipbuilding

m competitive with the West.

companies built thous

made Jap:

alism Grows
| off. By 1890, the country had severald
armed soldiers. It had become the stre

Japanese Imper
]‘clp‘dll‘ﬁ race to Il]()(l(‘l'lli/(‘ l)ili(
and 500.000 well-trained, well-

power in Asia. .
Japan had oained military, p()liticul. and economic strength. It then

nate the extraterritorial rights of foreigners. The Japanese foreign mi
foreigners that they could rely on fair treatment in Japan. This was beca
tution and legal codes were similar to those of European nations, he expl
reasoning was convincing, and in 1894, Britain and the other foreign po
the extraterritorial rights of their citizens living in Japan. Japan’s feeling
and equality with the Western nations rose.

As Japan's sense of power grew, the nation also became more impe
many European nations, Japan saw empire building as a way of protectin
and meeting economic needs. As in Europe, national pride also played
this policy. The Japanese were determined to show the world that the

v

ful nation.

Japan Attacks China The Japanese first turned their sights to theif
bors. Japan’s neighbor, Korea, is not far from southern Japan (see thi
718). In 1876, Japan forced Korea to open three ports to Japanese tra€
. also considered Korea to be important as both a trading partner and a

Cﬂqbal

Changing Image of the East

The Japanese victory over the
Russians in 1905 exploded a strong
Western myth. Many Westerners
believed that white people were a
superior race. The overwhelming
success of European colonialism and
imperialism in the Americas, Africa,
and Asia had reinforced this belief.
But the Japanese had shown
Europeans that people of other races
were their equals in modern warfare.
Unfortunately, Japan’s military
victory led to a different form of
Western racism. Influenced by the

ideas of Germany’s emperor Wilhelm
II, the West imagined the Japanese
uniting with the Chinese and !
conquering Europe. The resulting .
racist Western fear of what it called

the “yellow peril” influenced world 5

politics for many decades. ;

722 Chapter 28

post. Recognizing their similar interests in Korea,
signed a hands-off agreement. In 1885, both cow:
they would not send their armies into Korea.

In June 1894, however, China broke that agree
had broken out against Korea’s king. He asked Ck
help in putting them down. Chinese troops ma
Japan protested and sent its troops to Korea to f h
The Sino-Japanese War had begun. Within a few
driven the Chinese out of Korea, had destroyé@f
and had begun taking over Manchuria, In 1835“.e
signed a peace treaty. This treaty gave ]apain’ t
Taiwan and the Pescadores Islands.

Russo-Japanese War Most Western nations |
win the showdown with Japan fairly easil |
prised them. It also changed the world's b
Japan emerged as the major powers—ah‘"
Bussia and Japan soon went to war
region north of Korea that was under
offered to recognize Russia’s rights in i
would agree to stay out of Korea. By
February 1904, Japan launche
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3 U.S. Econoil

alism in Latin Am

WHY IT MATTERS N

This policy set the stage for 20th-
century relations between Latin
America and the United States.

MAIN IDEA

The United States put increasing
economic and political pressure on
Latin America during the 19th century.

SETTING THE STAGE Latin America’s long struggle to gain independen
| nial domination between the late 18th and the mid-19th centuries left the ne
in shambles. Weeds choked off farm fields. Cities and towns collapsed. The'y
faced a struggle for recovery as difficult as their struggle for independence

Latin America After Independeng
Political independence meant little for most citizens of the'
[atin American nations. The majority remained poor, illifs

ers caught up in a cycle of poverty.

Colonial Legacy During colonial times, most Latin Amig ]
worked for large landowners. The employers paid theirs
vouchers that could be used only at their own supply stos
wages were low and prices were high, workers went into/des
debt accumulated and passed from one generation to theuie
“free” workers were almost like slaves in a system known
The landowners, on the other hand, only got wealthie®
pendence. Many new Latin American governments took
lands owned by native peoples and by the Catholic Churehs
then put those lands up for sale. \\'(‘ellth_\’ landowners wer
people able to afford to buy them, and they snapped the
one Argentinean newspaper reported, “Their greed forian
equal their ability to use it intelligently.” The unequal
land and its poor use combined to prevent social and econ
development in Latin America,
I:;i:'::;:::_'ts Political Instability Political instability also was a widespread problemin
was and is Latin tury Latin America. Many Latin American army leaders had gained fam
America’s major during their long struggle for independence. They often continued to
asset. The peasants E - ) ‘ i _ )
o od all of their | POWET: They controlled the new nations as dictators, or caudillos. By

lives in the fields the countries of Latin America were ruled by caudillos. One typical cau
; Foente Cémes N . S
an: ::::,n:::t:tlie::or Vicente Gémez. He was a ruthless man who ruled Venezuela for ne
an ; A TONR < 7 :
seizing power in 1908. “All Venezuela is mvy cattle ranch * :
as thany il are . &P 1 1908. “All Venezue la is my cattle ranch,” he once b
| e 1ere were some exceptions, however. Reform-minded presidents,

| tina’s Domingo Sarmiento, made strong commitments to improving edu

Sarmiento’s presidency, between 1868 and 1874, the number of stude:
doubled. But such reformers usually didn’t st i

ay in office long. Event:
would return to powe

1, forcing the reformer out at the point of a b:
The caudillos found little opposition. The upper classes usually
because they opposed giving power to the lower classes. In addi
had gained little experience with democracy under Eur(.) ean
dictatorship of a caudillo did not seem unusual to them Il;out :

724 Chapter 28
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i José Marti

I 1853-1895

‘ José Marti was only 15 in 1868

‘ when he first began speaking out
for Cuban independence. In 1871,
the Spanish colonial government
punished Marti’s open opposition
with exile to Spain.

With only a brief return to his
homeland in 1878, Marti remained in
exile for about 20 years. He lived
most of his life in New York City.
There he continued his career as a

‘ writer and a revolutionary. “Life on
i earth is a hand-to-hand combat . . .
I between the law of love and the
I law of hate,” he proclaimed.
While in New York, Marti helped
J raise an army to fight for Cuban
independence. He died on the
battlefield only a month after the
war began. But Marti’s cry for
freedom echoes in his essays and
Il poems and in folk songs that are
still sung throughout the world.

| 726 Chapter 28

ams that woul
igh interest mt‘(*s/t(
I as Britain, France
lenders. The Latin America
however, In response, f
to take over the
tries in Latin America.

acility it had

The United States al
the United States had a re
aware that its security dcp(*n(
The Monroe Doctr
the early 1800s. But their |
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The United States, a young nation i
James Monroe issued what came to
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Cuba Declares Independence Cuba was one of
colonies in the Americas. In 1868, Cuba declared its
and fought a ten-year war against Spain. In 1878, \Withee
ruins, the Cubans gave up the fight.
But some Cubans continued to seek independen
Marti, a writer who had been exiled, returned to fig
pendence. Marti was killed early in the war, but the
By that time, the United States had developed §
ness holdings in Cuba. Therefore it had an econom
fate of the country. In addition, the Spanish had fo
civilians into concentration camps. Americans objec
ﬁpunish brutality. In 1898, the United States jOined.
for independence. This conflict, which came to be K
Spanish-American War, lasted about four month
had exhausted the Spanish soldiers, and they gave
In 1901, Cuba became an independent nation,
But the Cubans resented U S, intervention, the 4
the United States had installed, and its pre\’/en i
T
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