The e of Imperiali‘
1850-1914

Connect History and Geography

During the 19th and early 20th centuries, colonial powers seized
vast areas of Africa and Asia. Few territories managed to escape
foreign control. As the map at the right shows, the colonizers
were particularly active in carving up Africa. Use the map to

answer the following guestions.

1. How many colonial powers colonized Africa? Which European
power did not?
2. Which country controlled India? the Philippines?

3. How would you describe the arrangement of African colonies?

4. Why do you think Africa was so heavily colonized?

For more information about imperialism . . .
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This sculptured brass weight was
used by the Asante people of Africa.
The elaborate nature of the weight
may indicate that trade was

especially i important to the Asante.
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[mperialists Divide e

e e racism

» e Social Darwinism

Af]’ lca ¢ Berlin Conference
1884-85

e Shaka
MAIN IDEA * Boer

gnoring the claims of African ethnic * Great Trek

) sups, kingdoms, and city-states, African nations continye to feel the * Boer War

Europeans established colonial claims, :g:::stsa;::the colonial presence of 100

WHY IT MATTERS Now

SETTING THE STAGE Industrialization stirred ambit
They wanted more resources L [ _ _
[hey w it = '( source s’to fuel their industrial production. They competed for
new markets for their goods. They looked to Africa and Asi : £l
snla aq % R i ' s ASld daS sources o e raw
materials and as markets for cloth, plows, guns t
, JUnS.

1018 1M many l“.lll'l)l)(‘;ll] nations.

and other industrial pm(lll(‘l\.
Africa Before Imperialisn
In the mid-1800s, on the eve of the lim‘npvun domination of Africa, African
seoples were divided into hundreds of ethnic and linguistic ”‘_“”P\‘.\lmi
continued to follow traditional beliefs, while others converted to Islam or
Christianity. These groups spoke more than 1,000 different languages.
Politically, they ranged from large empires that united many ethnic groups to
independent villages. The largest empire in West Africa at its peak had a popu-
lation of about 10 million people.

Although Europeans had established contacts with Africans as early as the
1450s, they actually controlled very little land. Powerful African armies were able
to keep the Europeans out of most of Africa for 400 years. As late as 1880,

Europeans controlled only 10 percent of the continents land, mainly on the coast.

Furthermore, European travel into the interior on a large-scale basis was virtu-
ally impossible. Europeans could not navigate African rivers that had so many rapids
and cataracts and drastically changing flows. Until the introduction of steam-powered | s Nighly vahind

riverboats, Europeans would not be able to conduct major expeditions into the inte- ivory mask is one of
four taken from the

Bl fsopy 120X of Africa. King of Benin in

Tfliny Finally, large networks of Africans coml‘nct(fd trade. These trade “”\\,(”.1“ l\’(:pt S0 K wras arorn
;Mvd‘d‘he Europeans from controlling the sources of trade items such as gold and ivory. These sl s
5 Control 5 for ex ’ \ Jve he b

! sl > . for example, devoted themselves to on the belt of a
Rl otion trade networks were specialized. The Chokwe, s ()l] e i v s i

‘ : ine i : a highl: ‘ rs such as » Yao carrie
inte collecting ivory and beeswax in the Angola highlands. Others such as the Yao carriec ¥ e

their goods to merchants on the coast. king.

Nations Compete for Overseas Empires
Those Europeans who did penetrate the interior of Africa tended to be explorers, mis-

sionaries, or humanitarians who o osed the slave trac d A
carned a e hr ugh travglp books and newspapers. These publications com-

ring reporters to search the globe for stories of adventure,

le. Europeans and Americans

s, David Livingstone, a minister from
In.-;}_‘f;izfs I;ei(;) into central .ffrica. They \\'ere- search-

i il years passed with no word from him or his
An American newspaper hired reporter Henry |
I*fuund Dr. Livingstone on the shores of Lake j
ting made headlines around the world. \
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“Dr. Livingstone, | |
presume?” was the
greeting of Ameri-
can reporter Henry |
Stanley in their
famous meeting in
1871 at Lake
Tanganyika. This
picture is from a
drawing based on
Dr. Livingstone's
own material.

In 1879, Stanley reg, led ¢
Africa, and in 1882 },e 5ig”}‘d ’
treaties with local chiefs of the
Congo River valley, The ¢
gave King Leopold 11 of |
personal control of these lands

Leopold claimed that ]n,
mary motive in establishing t},..
colony was to abolish t}e slave
trade. However. he license com
panies that brutally exploiteq
Africans, by forcing then ¢, col-

Ieatie S

5(‘1@1””

lect sap from rubber plants, Ty,
time required to do this inte,.
fered with the care of their gy,
food crops. So severe were the
forced labor. excessive taxation, and abuses of the native Congolese that humanitayiy,
from around the world demanded changes. In 1908, the Belgian government took gy
the colony. The Belgian Congo, as the colony later became known, was 80 times large;
than Bel\éhnn. Leopolds seizure of the Congo alarmed France. Earlier, in 1882, the
French had approved a treaty that gave France the north bank of the Congo River.
Soon Britain, Germany, Italy, Portugal, and Spain were also claiming parts of Africa.

Motives Driving Imperialism Economic, political, and social forces accelerated the

drive to take over land in all parts of the globe. The takeover of a country or territory by a

stronger nation with the intent of dominating the political, economic, and social life of
the people of that nation is called imperialism. The Industrial Revolution provided
European countries with a need to add lands to their control. As European nations indus-

trialized, they searched for new markets and raw materials to improve their economies.

The race for colonies grew out of a strong sense of national pride as well as from
economic competition. Europeans viewed an empire as a measure of national great-
ness. “All great nations in the fullness of their strength have desired to set their mark
upon barbarian lands,” wrote the German historian Heinrich von Treitschke, “and

| those who fail to participate in this great rivalry will play a pitiable role in time to

| come.’

|

686 Chapter 27

" As the competition for colonies intensified, each country was determined to
plant its flag on as much of the world as possible.

Because of their advanced technology, many Europeans basically believed that they
were better than other peoples. This belief was racism, the idea that one race is
superior to others. The attitude was a reflection of a social tbaaryaf %W’ called
Social Darwinism. In this theory, Charles Darwin’s idéaﬁ about evolution and st
vival of the fittest” were applied to social change. Those w e
enjoyed wealth and success and were considere(i ‘
theory, non-Europeans were considered to be Qﬁ
development because they did not have the te N
peans believed that they had the right and the
progress to other countries, Cecil Rhodes. a
major supporters of British expansion, cle,azr

A VOICE FROM THE PAST
! contend that we [Britons] are the fi
inhabit, the better it is for the hu
of acquiring more territory and
that more territory simply means
most human, most honourable
CECIL RHODES, Confession of Faith 1




The push for expansion also came
the peoples of Asia, Africa, and the p
Furopean rule was the best way to o
also wanted to “civilize,” that is,

from missionarie
acific Islands. M
! nd evil Practices
to westernize

s who worked to Christianize

any missionaries believed that

. such as the slave trade. They
the peoples of the foreign land. ; )

rnal and internal force

Enablin iali .
Forces En: g |mpfrla||sm Exte
opeans congquest Tica " 5 contri
European 1 { 0 Africa. The overwhelming advar > GG ugiR |
techmological superiority. The Maxim g advantage was the Europeans’

. - gun, invented ;
matic machine gun. European countrieg : ted in 1889, was the world’s first auto-

ing Africans were forced to rely on
outdated weapons.

European countries also had the
means to control their empire. The
invention of the steam engine
allowed Europeans to easily travel
upstream to establish bases of con-
trol deep in the African continent.
Railroads, cables, and steamers
alowed close communications
within a colony and between the
colony and its controlling nation.
All these made control easier.

Even with superior arms and
steam engines to transport them,
Europeans might still have stayed
confined to the coast. Europeans
were highly susceptible to

ultures discour-

.

am% Europeans soon
cans fought at a
s and technology t

e European Colonies |

uickly acquir
juickly acquired the Maxim, while the resist-

Europeans Enter Africa

European Motives
* Nationalism

. e Maxim gun
* Economic competition

® European racism
* Missionary impulse

* Railroads and steamships

e Cure for malaria

Internal Forces

= Variety of cultures
and languages

HISTORY
s Malaria. One discovery changed « Low level of
it that—the drug quinine. Regular technology
M doses of qui 89 . dgu SKILLBUILDER: « Ethniic strife
he doses of quinine protectec Interpreting Charts
fican eans from attacks of this T ifoh o o the
caused b}’ mosquitoes. internal forces were
al factors also made the connected with each
- : I fone other? Explain.
g e #mojugh. Afnc? 2. Which of the European
huge variety 0 motives do you believe

was the most

powerful? Explain.

learned to play rival groups
tremendous disadvantage because
he Europeans had.

earnest about 1880. At that time, the |
e ot toward western Sudan. The dis-

in Africa increased European
- to be left out of the race.

that European |
ean nations met
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Cape Town

301

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Maps and Ch
1. Region About what percentage of Africa was colonized by Eur |
2. Region According to the map of 1913, which two imperial po

chart, what percentage of land in Africa was held by the two

divided the rest of the continent with little thought to h
groups were distributed. No African ruler attended ‘
ence sealed Africa’s fate. By 1914, only Liberia and
European control. 3

Demand for Product Shapes Colonies Wh
ing, many believed that Africans would soon be b
quantities. They were wrong; Euro Sl

: . pPean goods v
businesses still needed raw materials fro?n ds

cash-crop plantations to grow peanuts, palm
displaced the food crops grown by far;yf i

The major source of great wealth in -
eral resources. The Belgian Congo ¢ é )
these riches seemed small compare:
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Three Groups Clash ove

The history of South Africa is o history of r' 'So
land and resources. Although the A{‘l‘i'/(“(l) lAfnC

there were huge areas claimed by \'ari(:l?. ")‘”ds seemed e
Jands, especially in the east, had bee 5

uth Africa

ans, Dutch, and

thnic groups
nin dispute F(I)J()Lll%)):)llt 100 vy
. Expansion From the late 1700s to t} el
couthern Africa. Around 1816, a Zuly chief. §

and good mi]itary organization to create 1’ ‘ haka, .y
however, were unable to keep the king(rl(;m intac
British invaders. The Zulu land became i

Boers and British Settle in the Cape The Dutcl
. {5 . b ]

Hope in 1652 to establish a way station for their ships s

Indies and home. Dutch settlers known as Boers (ll);li'('ll for “f

t against the superior arms of the \
a part of British-controlled land in 1887. |

British clashing over
mpty to the Europeans, ‘
The local control of these

e ]'l \ ) N . -

ate 1800s, a series of local wars shook
) highly disciplined warriors
aAroe centrali- " >
arge centralized state. Shaka’s successors,

first came to the Cape of Good f
ailing between the Dutch East

‘farmers”) gradually

tO‘Ok (t)l\’erc;'llﬂtllvzf\lfl'lca?lS’ land and established large farms. When the British took
over the Cape Colony in the 1800s, the two groups of settlers clashed over British pol- |

icy regarding land and slaves.

In the 1830s, to escape the British, several thousand Boers began
to move north. This movement has become known as the Great
Trek. The Boers soon found themselves fighting fiercely with Zulu
and other African groups whose land they were taking,

The Boer War Diamonds and gold were discovered in southern
Africa in the 1860s and 1880s. Suddenly. “outsiders” from all parts of
the world rushed in to make their fortunes. The Boers tried to keep
the outsiders from gaining political rights. An attempt to start a
rebellion against the Boers failed. The Boers blamed the British. In
1899, the Boers took up arms against the British.

In many ways the Boer War between the British and the Boers
was the first modern “total” war. The Boers launched commando
raids and used guerrilla tactics against the British. The British coun-
C urning Boer farms and imprisoning women and children
lden concentration camps. Britain won the war. In 1902,
were joined into a self-governing Union of South
by the British. -
of colonies signaled a change in the way o{ life of
cans made efforts to change the pOlltlca]',

f the peoples they conquered. You will

) Assessment

3. MAKING INFERENCES
|  Whatcanyou infer about the
' Europeans’ attitude towa rd

~ Africans from the Berlin
“ference?

| Globalmpact

| 5 -
| Americans in the Boer War

| Americans as well as nationals

| from other countries volunteered to

| fight in the Boer War (1899-1902).

| Although they joined both sides,
most fought for the Boers. They
believed the Boers were fighting for
freedom against British tyrants.

One group of 46 Irish Americans
from Chicago and Massachusetts
caused an international scandal
when they deserted their Red Cross
unit and took up arms for the Boers.

Some Irish who fought for the
Boers became leaders in the lrish
rebellion when they returned home.
John MacBride, a leader of a Boer
unit that included many lrish
Americans, later took part in the
1916 Easter Rising in Dublin. He
was executed by the British.

4. THEME ACTIVITY

Empire Building Create a time

line that includes events that

occurred in South Africa between

1800 and 1914. What motives
caused most of these events?
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© Imperialism =
CASE STUDY: Nigeria

—W IT MATTERS NOW
MAIN IDEA . -
Europeans embarked on a new phase Many former colonies have political

uro

of empire-building that affected both pnl,:::i’msrrl':.t are the result of
Africa and the rest of the world. co

SETTING THE STAGE The Berlin Conference of 1884-85 was a Europeans’ confe,.
| ans’ war. Europeans argued and fought am, ng

| ence, and the Boer War was a Europes¢ P! o |
| themselves over the lands of Africa. In carving up Africa, the European countries py;

little or no attention to historical political divisions such as kingdoms or caliphates. ,

: it ' inds of the Europeans was t
to ethnic and language groupings. Uppermost in the mind opeans was thy

| ability to control the land, its peop]e, and their resources.

' Colonial Control Takes Many Forms

| The imperialism of the 18th and 19th centuries was conducted differently than the

- empire-building of the 15th and 16th centuries. In the earlier period, imperial powers
often did not penetrate far into the conquered areas in Asia and Africa. Nor did they
always have a substantial influence on the lives of the people. During this new period of

' imperialism, the Europeans demanded more influence over the economic, political, and
social lives of the people. They were determined to shape the economies of the lands to

I benefit European economies. They also wanted the people to adopt European customs.

Forms of Colonial Control Each European nation had certain policies and goals
for establishing colonies. To establish control of an area, Europeans used different

i techniques. Over time, four forms of colonial control emerged: colony, protectorate,

| sphere of influence, and economic imperialism. In practice, gaining control of an area
| might involve the use of several of these forms.

Colony

Protectorate WL

Sphere of Influence

» Economic Imperialism




PAT'I'ERNS OF CHANGE: Imperlallsm

Forms of Imperialism u-g
Colony A country or a reglon governed mternally by a
foreign power

”'P'retectoratew - A country or territory with its own internal
government but under the control of an
outside power

s

Sphere of Influence An area in which an outside power claims P
exclusive investment or trading privileges

Economic Imperialism Independent but less developed na ions
controlled by private business intere
than by other governments

5 KILLBUILDER: Interpreting Charts
. Which two forms are guided by interests in business or't
. What is the d:fference between a protectorate and a




patterns of Imperialist
[ addition to the external form of conty) pr
European rulers also needed to (1(-\'(*]0[) methods of
colony. Two basic methods of interny] Manage o
pations such as the United States in its Pacific Island ‘ 7
trol. France and most other European natio, . ]]l; colonies preferred indirect con- | |
i ) ] ) an nations wielded ; =5
when colonies gained independence. the iy (]_ de (tl a more direct control. Later.
- allc “1men » o ’ 1
" the type of government chosen in the new. ]:m(m method used had an influence
3 ) [
Indirect Control Indirect control relied on existi iti |
he British asked a local ruler to acce . sting political rulers. In some areas, ‘
t h of tl : accept British authority to rule. These local officials | |
handled much of the daily management of the colony I l : 5
i i ) . In
leglslatlve council that included colonial officials as well
fessionals nominated by the colonial governor.

The assumption was that the councils would train local leaders in the British
method. of ;5;);911'.1111;0111 and that . time would come when the local population would
govern itsell. ns(mppom*d earlier in the British colonies of South Africa and
Canada. In the 16.){)5. the United States began to colonize. It chose the indirect
method of control for its colonies.

anagement

eferred by tl

1e colonizing country,
day-to-day management of the
me A 3T itai

nt emerged. Britain and other ‘

addition, each colony had a
as local merchants and pro-

pirect Control The French and other European powers preferred a more direct

control of their colonies. They viewed the Africans as children unable to handle the

mmplex business of running a country. Based on this attitude, the Europeans devel-

il oped a policy called paternalism. Using that policy, Europeans governed people in a

“;W fatherly way by providing for their needs but not giving them rights. To accomplish

wet this, the Europeans brought in their own bureaucrats and did not train local people in
European methods of governing.

The French also supported a policy of assimilation. That policy was based on the
idea that in time, the local populations would become absorbed into French culture.
din the transition. all local schools, courts, and businesses were patterned after ‘
nch institutions. In practice, the French abandoned the ideal of assimilation for all but

aces and settled for a policy of “association.” They recognized African institutions |
re but regarded them as inferior to French culture. Other European nations
de of rule but made changes to suit their European culture.

nent Methods

e

| 4.mtrol- Direct Control | |

s Foreign oﬁicials brought in to __rule .

"« No self-rule

. ‘Goalﬁ assihilation v .
. Governrﬁént institutions are based only on ‘

 have local rules European styles P 1 }

Examples _, \
« French colonies such as Somaliland, Vietnam
« German colonies such as Tanganyika \ 1

"+ Portuguese colonies such as Angola
£ |

L

India, Burma

rpreti cl;arts .
!‘ l'er ::enge people less empowered t0 rule themselves? Explain.

management methods different?

PATTERNS OF CHANGE 691
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In 1807, Britain
trade. The British fre
the West African co:
the British in ove:

To get a group’s land,

that group’s enemies
The winning African
how to British contre

Later, the Ro
gained control of tl
along the Niger K
the Berlin Confe
protectorate in lan
River. In 1914, the 1
entire area of Niger
in this new age ol
necessary to not or
tory but also to g
living there.
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! . the agree
the Europeans. They hope d tllt' cllgi, s
In some cases the Europeans did hely
|

. - Africans resi
African allies. Other times Africans
| could raise. With the single exce

|

I -1tish journa
i mately failed. Edward Morel, a B1 itish j fate:
:1 L=

: , Africans’ {
made an observation about the Afric

‘\ A VOICE FROM THE l"AST
‘ Nor is violent physical opposit
" African in any part of Africa. His chance
| dling with the increasing perfectibility
\

EDWARD MOREL, The Black Man’s Burden

\ perished in the famine that followed.

Resistance Movements

S e in Africa, 1881-1914
\ ?z‘;ggr_i:gagwbarsand A p! Mldittrrantan Sea = 1

: A:abi Pasha |

{ T - ‘
= 1 1881-1882
ALGERIA u- ,! TR
| - , EGYPT 2
| i Te
‘ Tvpmc of Cancer St = e .

 d

> Mahdist State {
| 1881-1898

1897-1900

% BRITISH
| SOMALILAND
%28 2

A u;&, f (J Menelikjl |
ETHIOPIA = =
o Ay | 1895-1856 |
SOMALILAND
o Enetr INDIAN
B o OCEAN
Maiji Maiji

1905-1906

OSEAN ' )
A :

0 2,000 Kilometers

[ Tropic of Capricorn
| Herero and
53 Area of Hottentot
resistance

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Ma
1. Region Which region had the largest a

j rea affected by res
2. Region Was any region unaffected by resistance mey W

- TR

e

ment would allow them to remain
feat the rivals, but they then ty
isted the Europeans with whatew
ption of Ethiopia, all these attempts at

tion to abuse and injustice henceforth po
l s of effective resistance have been st
in the killing power of modern arn

Thus the African is really helpless against the material gods of the w

embodied in the trinity of imperialism, capitalistic exploitation, and militar

Unsuccessful Movements The llusnc('m%[‘lll r(-sist:mcvréttempts 1nclud
| resistance and religious movements. Algeria’s u']most a()~ye(17r r.eisft“‘mce to F;
rule was one 011tstlmding example of active resistance. In West Africa, Sa
‘ resistance against the French for 16 years. ‘
| ]ed;;l:ltit;‘;::‘n E?ornum East Africa put their faith in a spiritual defense
lagers resisted the Germans’ insistence t~lmt th({v plunt c;()tf—()lll,]a Ea?b ;:r
| export, rather than attend to their own food crops. In- I.)()r),'t e belie ,
arose that a magic water (maji-maji) sprinkled on their bodies woul(% tu
Germans’ bullets into water. The uprising became known as the Maji
When resistance fighters armed with spears and protected by the magic
| attacked a German machine-gun post, they were mowed down by the th
| Officially, Germans recorded 26,000 resisters dead. But almost twice

ce?

list who lived for a time in

Ethiopia: A Successful Res
Ethiopia was the only Afri
successfully resist the E
victory was due to one ma
IL. He became emperor of
1889. He successfully pl
French, and British agais
all of whom were s
Ethiopia into their sp
ence. In the meantime
large arsenal of mod
chased from France
to sign a treaty with
covered differences b
ing of the treaty in
Ethiopian langua,
Menelik believed
tiny portion of Et
Italians claimed a
protectorate. ]
were advancir
Ethiopia. )
1896, in
the hi

V.



Mnizing
B Wy

pact of Coloni

ropean colonial rule foreve:

¢ the effects were 1
ought benefits.

On the positive side,
nder the control of the
tribes were reduced. Humar
{mpre wed sanitation and |
life spans increased and I;
the economic expansion.,
{e international market. To:
colonies gained railroads, da
But for the most part, these o
interests, not Africans” lives,

On the negative side, Africans
independence. Many died of
also lost thousands of theirp
Famines resulted from the el
tence agriculture.

Africans also suffered from
tures. Traditional authority fig
erty were transferred with litt
people. Men were forced to
their families. They had to
ment projects such as rai
admiration of European life unc
lems for Africans.

The most troublesome po
the African continent. Lo
other times, kinship groups
combined or unnatura]]y aA1vi
colonies during European
for the nations that evel

The patterns of be

olonies were located.
roblems in other are

Furopean impelialiﬁti

fional

remselves and
1 farms, or on govern-
culture and

3 @ﬁoﬁv‘mums

Samori Touré
about 1830-1900
Samori Touré is a hero of the
Mandinka people. His empire is
often compared to the great Mali
Empire of the 1300s.

Touré was a nationalist who
built a powerful Mandinkan
kingdom by conquering neighbor-
ing states. His kingdom became the
third largest empire in West Africa.

For 16 years, Touré opposed the
French imperialists in West Africa.
The well-armed Mandinkas were
France’s greatest foe in West
Africa, and the two armies clashed
several times. The Mandinkan
Empire was finally brought down,
not in battle, but by a famine.

Sekou Touré, the first president
of the nation of Guinea in 1958,
claimed to be the grandson of
Samori Toureé.

atity prob-




TERMS & NAMES
e geopolitics

¢ Crimean War

e Suez Canal

an nations expanded their - P P g
Europe Folitical events in this vital resource
empires by seizing territories from Steals ¥
Jim states. 1 are still influenced by actions
MIIS im L om i he H"HJCHﬂhQ“F p('n()d

SETTING THE STAGE The European po ho carved up Africa among themselves |
Jso looked elsewhere to see what other lax ey could control. The Muslim lands |
that rimmed the Mediterranean had

: claimed as a result of Arab and
Ottoman conquests. Now the Muslim pow: hose areas was weakening, Euro-

peans competed with each other to gain’ tml of this strategically important area.

‘oman Empire Loses Power
r lu Ottoman Empire at its peak stretched from Hungary in the north, through

gh Syrla and across Egypt all the way west |
mpire’s last 300 years, it steadily declined |

. around the Black Sea, south
1\ hmdu.x of Morocco. But du
in power. The declining empire had
However, the Ottomans made atte:
o change before they finally weré
unable to hold back the European :
mperialist powers.

yrms Fail When Suleiman I, the
t great Ottoman sultan, died in 18
as followed by a succession of
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This 1897 lithograph
shows the British
forces at the Battle
of Balaklava in the
Crimean War. This
battle was the
inspiration for a
famous poem

by Alfred, Lord
Tennyson, “The
Charge of the Light
Brigade.”

| the Ottomans to try to gain land on the Black Sea. In 1853, war broke
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Geopolitics—an interest in or taking of land for its stmt(—jgic ]()'cati()n or products—
played an important role in the fate of the Ottoman Empire. World powers were
attracted to its strategic location. The Ottomans controlled access to the Mediter-
ranean and the Atlantic sea trade. Merchants in landlocked countries that lay beyond
the Black Sea had to go through Ottoman lands. Russia, for example, desperately
wanted passage for its grain exports across the Black Sea and into the Mediterranean
Sea. This desire strongly influenced Russia’s relations with the Ottoman Empire.
Russia attempted to win Ottoman favor, formed alliances with Ottoman enemies. and
finally waged war against the Ottomans. Discovery of oil in Persia and the Arabian
Peninsula around 1900 focused even more attention on the area.

Russia and the Crimean War Each generation of Russian czars launched a war on

out between
Crimean War, after a penin-
Britain and France wanted to
additional Ottoman lands. So they
entered the war on the side of the Ottoman Empire. The combined forces of the
Ottomans, Britain, and France defeated Russia. The Crimean War w
which women, led by Florence Nightingale, established their position as army nurses.
It was also the first war to be covered by newspaper correspondents. ’

The Crimean War revealed the Ottoman Empire’s military weakness. Despite the
help of Britain and F rance, the Ottoman Empire continued to lose lands. The :
Russians came to the aid of Slavic people in the Balkans who rebelled against the
Ottomans: The Ottomans lost control of Romania, Montenegro, Cyprus, Bosnia,
Herzegovina, and an area that became Bulgaria. The Ottomans lost land in Africa,

too. By th.e bcginning of World War I, the Ottoman Empire was reduced to a small
portion of its former size. e
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