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; : any modern societies—from Algeria
empire that combined many cultures to the Balkan countries—had theg'
and lasted for more than 600 years. origins under Ottoman rule.

SETTING THE STAGE In 1300, the Byzantine Empire had begun to shrink, and the |
Mongols had destroyed the Turkish Seljuk sultanate, or kjngddm, of Rum. Anatolia
' was inhabited mostly by the descendants of nomadic Turks. They were a militaristic
’ people who had a long history of invading other countries. They were loyal to their
own groups and were not united by a strong central power.

Turks Settle in Christian Byzantium
Many Anatolian Turks saw themselves as ghazis (GAH-zees), or warriors for Islam.
The ghazis were similar to the Christian knights in Europe during the Middle Ages.

P iy However, they formed military societies under the leadership of an
emir: a prince or emir and followed a strict Islamic code of conduct. They raided the HISTORYMAKERS

{ ;‘i";{dg_’“’?d from territories of the “infidels,” or people who didn’t believe in Islam. et
i These “infidels” lived on the frontiers of the Byzantine Empire.
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S Osman Establishes a State The most successful ghazi was

Osman. People in the West called him Othman, however, and named
his followers Ottomans. Osman built a small state in Anatolia between
1300 and 1326. His successors expanded it by buying land, forming
alliances with other emirs, and conquering everyone they could.

The Ottomans’ military success was largely based on the use of
gunpowder. They replaced their archers on horseback with musket-

| carrying foot soldiers. They also were among the first people to use =
| cannons as offensive weapons. Even heavily walled cities fell to an g’
all-out attack by the Turks. 12?851“1‘?;2'6?

The second Ottoman lead.er, (3r1<han I,”felt ftrong fznough to” B st o of many
declare himself sultan, meaning “overlor d” or “one with power.” And | ghazi princes who operated along
in 1361. the Ottomans captured Adrianople (ay-dree:un-NOH.puhl), | the Byzantine frontier until 1301. At

] ‘v in the Byzantine Empire. A new that time he gained sudden fame by
the second most important city 1 Y P defeating a 2,000-man Byzantine

Turkish Empire was on the rise. 1 J army with a much smaller force.
The Ottomans acted kindly towar d the people they conquered, This victory drew people eager for

~ however. They ruled through local officials appointed by the sultan adventure, and enabled Dsman to

B oroved the lives of the peasants. Most Muslims were undertake’larger conquests.
anc | P e 1) Armiies bt did not have to pay a per- : Osman'’s greatest success came
red to serve in Turkis ; e in the last year of his life. That year
to the state. Non-Muslims did not have to serve in the army | pis gorces conquered the city of
the tax. Bursa in northwest Turkey. Osman
=7 himself was too old and weak to

Rebels Most of the conquered peoples seem 0 jgag the batte. Therefore, his son,
. <omewhat lenient rule. The rise of the Ottoman ~ Orkhan, commanded the troops.
< the early 1400s, though, by a ‘When Osman died, he probably had
AR tbe carly , ey no idea that this conquest marked

Samarkand in cemg A:l‘:n g te ne of history's largest
e Lame, in b1§ m o Baaa :llor;{gest-livevd empires.
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enghis Khan. Although historians

queror, G ; S
ity rtainly as ferocious as

“this claim, Timur was ce
8 of this claim, | :
e g was also phvsicallv impressive. Tall and with «

senchis Khan. He 2 C e
(]’( llg’ll d. he had a dark, rosy complexion. This was set off by
arge head, ‘ Y
s he had had since he was a child.

‘+e hair, which ' |
Whi[t"t r (onquered both Russia and Persia. He also burned the
11111 y

owerful city of Baghdad in present-day Iraq to the gml'md, In

1p398, he swe;.pt through northern India, leaving 'deSf]‘l.lCtl()ll 21{1(1
decaying corpses in his wake. He butchered tl'l(’. mhabltants-of
Delhi and made a pyramid of their skulls. Moving bacl‘< west m.to
Anatolia. he crushed the Ottoman forces at the Battle of Ankara in
1402. This defeat halted the expansion of their empire. Timur then took
their sultan back to Samarkand in an iron cage. The sultan died in captivity.
Timur himself died three years later on his way to conquer China. His body was
| returned to Samarkand, where he was buried in a magnificent tomb. That tomb
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Timur the Lame’s
steely strength
blazes from his eyes
in this painting by
an unknown 14th-

" remains a glorious sight today.
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Powerful Sultans Spur Dramatic Expansion

As soon as Timur moved out of Anatolia on the way to China, war broke out among
the four sons of the Ottoman sultan. Mehmet I defeated his brothers and took the
throne. His son, Murad I, restored the Ottoman military to its former power. Murad
defeated the Venetians, invaded Hungary, and overcame an army of Italian crusaders
in the Balkans. He was the first of four powerful sultans who kept the Ottoman
Empire expanding through 1566.

artist.

Mehmet Il Conquers Constantinople Murad’s son Mehmet II, or Mehmet the
Conqueror, achieved the most dramatic feat in Ottoman history. By the time Mehmet
took power in 1451, the ancient city of Constantinople had shrunk from a population
of a million to a mere 50,000. Although it controlled no territory outside its walls, it
still dominated the Bosporus Strait. Controlling this waterway meant that it could
choke off traffic between the Ottomans’ territories in Asia and in the Balkans.

Mehmet IT decided to face this situation head-on. “Give me Constantinople!” he
thundered, shortly after taking power at age 21. He spent two years building a force
of 125 ships and 100,000 foot soldiers. Then, in April 1453, he launched his attack.
The Byzantine emperor in Constantinople sent desperate appeals to the Christian
West, but only 700 volunteers from Italy responded.

Mehmet's forces began firing on the city walls with mighty cannons. One of these
was a 26-foot gun that fired 1,200-pound boulders. Constantinople’s 7,000 defenders
could barely man all the walls. A chain across the Golden Horn between the Bosporus
Strait and the Sea of Marmara kept the Turkish fleet out of the city’s harbor. But
beginning on the night of April 21, Mehmet's army advanced. They dragged 70 ships
over a hill on greased runners from the Bosporus to the harbor. Constantinople was
thus under attack from two sides. The city held out for five weeks, but the Turks
E . finally found a break in the wall and gained entry to the city. The Muslim historian
B Oruc reported:
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